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The most comprehensive and practical guide to conducting child custody evaluations available today 

Covering the mental health expert's many roles as therapist, mediator, evaluator, consultant to attorneys, expert witness, and 
more, Philip M. Stahl's Conducting Child Custody Evaluations: From Basic to Complex Issues addresses key topics such as 
the best interests of the child, custody and time share, divorce and its impact on children, and children's developmental 
needs. From tackling the terror of testifying to critiquing your own child custody evaluations and avoiding bias inherent in this 
work, this practical and easy-to-read book offers comprehensive coverage vital to practitioners in this field. 

Key Features

• Reflects the latest changes in the field, including the most recent ethical and practice information from the AFCC Model 
Standards and APA Guidelines pertaining to child custody evaluations 

• Walks readers step by step through the process of conducting the evaluation, including how to work with children and 
parents; when to consider and how to incorporate psychological testing; and how to write up the report, including the 
importance of providing a thorough analysis explaining the link between the data and your conclusions 

• Provides timely coverage of research on attachment and divorce; overnights with very young children; differentiated 
domestic violence; nonviolent high-conflict families; psychological and legal issues pertaining to relocation; the alienated 
child; and other complex issues facing custody evaluators 

• Includes sample sections from custody reports that highlight good practice 

• Offers valuable appendices, including sample forms and informed consent documents, sample questions to ask parents 
and children, and extensive references useful to child custody evaluators

This text is appropriate for use in a wide range of courses, including marriage and family therapy, family law, ethical and 
legal issues in social work, child welfare, and forensic psychology.
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